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Cast Away 

Curses? -  Hell 

no! by Sheryl 

DeBarr 
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 Itôll Curl your 

toesðTry a new 

sport! 
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2008 Trip 

Schedule 
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Ski Club Holiday  

December 11th  

See calendar for  

  

  

  

FIRST FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 

Escobar  

 6 E. Columbia, Champaign  

Jan 4th, 6PM  

 

When the going gets toughé. 

The Windjammer Trip  
(Set to the tune of Gilliganõs Island) 

 

Just sit right back and youõll hear a tale 
A tale of a ski club trip  
That started from a tropic port  
Without our windjammer ship  
 
The rumors started going round  
The Mandalay was lost  
What could we do to save our trip  
At very little cost  

 

The plane set down on an island fair  
St. Martin was its name        
Although our cruise would not sail  
Weõre all glad we came, weõre all glad we came  

 When the ski club first heard the rumors that their Windjammer 

cruise might be in jeopardy, some people immediately made other plans, 

some filed insurance claims, some decided to cut their losses and stay home 

and 21 of us decided to go on vacation anyway.  This is our story. After 

much frantic re-planning of our impending vacation, we renamed the trip ï 

The blustery mess aka: The BM. (thanks to Gayle and a thesaurus).  When 

Phil and Linda Johnsonôs plane tickets were accidentally cancelled just 5 

days before we were to leave we renamed it again to ñthe diarrhea tripò.  

When we all made it safely to St. Martin we renamed the trip again! ï 

ñSH*^ happens!  Have a beer and move on.ò  So thatôs what we did! 
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Curling Iron?  by Judy Haydel 

 Members of the SKI clubs can spend an afternoon learning to curl.  SKI 

has reserved the Waltham Curling Club in Triumph, IL, on Saturday, January 26, 

2008 from noon to 4 pm. Plan to arrive around 11:00 am for the orientation that 

will start promptly at 11:30 am.  The cost is $15.00 per person.   Transportation 

will be on your own.  We encourage carpooling from each club.   SKI will 

provide snacks at the club.  Beer and soft drinks will be available for a very 

reasonable charge.  We are making arrangements for a group dinner at a local 

restaurant (which is not included in the event price).  Space is limited.   At this 

time  we have  13 people signed up:  Judy, Randy  and Chris Haydel,  Todd, 

Geoff and Kimmie Mowry, Cynthia Swanson, Sue Ellen Finkinbiner, Kelli  and 

Tyler Morris, Linda Bauer, David Krooks,  and Barb Pirie.  A continental 

Dates  Trip  

Total  

Spaces  

Spaces 

Filled  

Spaces 

Left  

Sat 12/29 to 
Tues 1/1 

New Years - Nubs Nob /Boyne/Boyne 
Highlands, Michigan 

50 

Sign up on the waiting 
list.  More spaces can 

sometimes be obtained, 
and cancellations do 

Sat 1/12 to Sat 
1/19 

Steamboat Springs, Colorado 41 

Sign up on the waiting 
list.  More spaces can 

sometimes be obtained, 
and cancellations do 

Fri 1/25 to Sun 
1/27 

Instructional Clinic - Schuss Mountain, MI 30 21 9 

Sat 2/2 to Sat 
2/9 

Big Mountain/Whitefish, Montana 15 

Sign up on the waiting 
list.  More spaces can 

sometimes be obtained, 
and cancellations do 

Fri 2/22 to Sun 
2/24 

Cascade & Devils Head, Wisconsin 50 37 13 

Thur 2/28 to 
Wed 3/5 

Alaska - Anchorage and Alyeska 28 16 12 

Sat 3/15 to Sat 
3/22 

Spring Break - Jackson Hole, Wyoming 44 36 8 

Contrary to claims by Al Gore, large gatherings of people are not destructive forcesðat least 
when it comes to the ozone layer.  As a matter of fact, large parties can have a positive impact 
on our planet, by consolidating hundreds of single-serving beverage containers into one keg. 

Could you host a house party?  Would you host a house party?  Should you host a house 
party?  The answer to all three is YES!  Pot luck and BYOB make this an inexpensive, fun get-
together! 

Let us know when you are available: champaignskievents@yahoo.org. 

 

Body Heat Does Not Cause Global Warming 
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We had Carib beer on St. Martin.  Wadadli beer in Antigua and Medalla beer in San Juan Puerto Rico.  Itôs all good. 

Iôd like to thank all of you who signed up for the windjammer cruise.  You made a stressed trip leader proud by taking it all 

in stride.  Sure, we were all upset about the money we lost and the trip being cancelled but nobody screamed and hollered (in 

public anyway) and you were all so encouraging that everything would be OK.  Weôre still negotiating with Windjammer 

and working on refunds but I want to say thank you a million times over for all your support and encouraging words, and 

most of all ï all the drinks you bought Joe.  (Thatôs how we got him to the Islands ï the promise of free drinks from the 

gang!) Thanks for the idea Linda! 

Now for the fun: 

1st stop: Beach Plaza Hotel ï Marigot, St. Martin.   The quote of the day came from Joan Sargent while we were having a 

night-cap on the deck overlooking the beautiful Caribbean. Joan, (to herself) and Phil who was making drinks;  ñOh, just get 

off the cross! Someone else needs the woodò.  How was the white Russian Joan??    

We enjoyed a day of snorkeling and beach 

time at the hotel then Linda suggested we 

go to Baie Rouge, a beach with a cave you 

could swim in!  Letôs go!!  So we piled in 

the cars and drove to a beautiful beach 

where Gus and Raymond were in 

competition for our business.  They had 

shade and cold beers so we sat down and 

decided to snorkel to the hidden beach in 

shifts.  Phil and Linda Johnson and I took 

the first shift.  There wasnôt a second shift.  

ñfor the adventurousò ( the guide book 

said) you swim around a rocky point in 

the pounding surf to a secret beach.  It was 

a heart stopping experience.  By the time 

we reached the beach we were out of 

breath and courage.  The tide was coming 

in.  Not the time to negotiate the waves 

and rocks.  We still had to swim backé 

We lived to tell our story and stopped the 

second shift from going while we walked back to Gusôs on shaky legs.  Joe you have chosen wiselyéwe never did get to 

swim in the cave. We would have been pounded on the rocksé like Phil was later. He was scraped up and bleeding (shark 

bait) and got an enormous bruise where the sun doesnôt shine, later dubbed óthe dark side of the moonôé 

After happy hour we headed to dinner on foot to the center of Marigot. After dinner instead of bringing the check (which we 

asked for a couple of times) they kept bringing complimentary shots of rum.  I guess they hoped the tip would get bigger and 

bigger with each shot.  The French way, I guess. 

The next morning before we headed to Simpson Bay, we hiked up to the fort above Marigot to see gorgeous views of the 

Island.  Good idea Judy. Thanks to Mike Sargent for the brief geology lesson.    
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